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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Quote from Dr. Henkle:

Since joining the Board in August of 1980, Pat Clower has been a steadfast champion for the students and community of Channahon School District 17. Though many Board members have come and gone through the years, Pat has remained a constant positive force for the community. Certainly forty-five years of service is notable in any role, but school Board Members are uniquely responsible for a community’s most precious asset – their children. In Pat’s time, the challenges have been great, but the triumphs have been far greater. Just a few recent examples show how Pat has helped to impact Channahon 17 for good:

Pat has been there to ask the right questions about student academic performance and has been supportive in helping us reach the top 10% of schools in Illinois, including a Model PLC school.
Pat has seen unique staffing challenges through the years, but recently celebrated our third consecutive year earning the Herald News ‘Best Workplace’ award.
Pat was there to help navigate the days of tax anticipation warrants and ballooning class sizes, but celebrated Dave Ramsey style with a ‘debt free scream’ and has since taken numerous significant tax abatement actions to support our community.
And finally, as we all remember, Pat stood with us to see Covid arrive and the world paralyzed, but then – with our thoughtful Board – gave the green light to blaze a trail in August of 2020 to keep schools open to in-person learning so our students had a safe and clean place to learn and grow, and families could go to work. As a result, we experienced no learning loss and were able to greatly mitigate the social emotional challenges that so many communities faced.

It is for these reasons and so many more that Pat is celebrating her recent re-election, and receiving the well-deserved Citizen of the Year award this morning! Pat has been a remarkable blessing to this school district and community, and I know I speak for our School District when I say thank you, Pat.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Family: 
Husband of 53 years, Dennis, and I raised our two sons Josh and Chris in Channahon. Our kids and their activities became the center of our lives. We have lived on Blackberry Lane for 42 years enjoying the rural atmosphere with our dogs, and for 30 of those years... our horses.  We now have 5 grandkids and on great.
�
I am grateful to have been able to work at the ExxonMobil for 36 years in numerous Financial/ Controllers positions, until retiring in 2012.  It also allowed me to remain involved close to home in numerous activities.  
�
Graduated from Channahon Grade School, Minooka High, JJC, and Lewis with a BS and MBA.  �
�
�
Current Participation:
Channahon School Board since 1980 serving as various officers over that time.  
Current chair of Channahon Arts Council since 2024.
Current coordinator of Quilts of Valor-Will County since 2013.
Currently Aarp TaxAide preparing Senior taxes since 2018?
�
Past :
Channahon Chamber of Commerce - member and president for multiple years 1994-
Channahon Baseball League - co-coach and volunteer
Will County Bronc Busters 4-H - asst leader�
Minooka High School - multiple planning groups, chair post prom 1999 & 2000, athletic boosters, etc
Channahon Elementary  - athletic boosters
Habitat for Humanity - worked on a couple of houses
�
Hobbies: 
Enjoy gardening and member of Three Rivers Garden Club, coordinate Channahon Village planting.
Enjoy painting watercolor and member of Morris Watercolor Guild.
I love Art!
Enjoy bike riding, swimming, and in the past horseback riding.
Volunteering.
�
Member of St Ann's Church.



HERALD-NEWS ShawLocal.com
MORRIS HERALD-NEWS

Part of SHAW LOCAL News Network

WILL /GRUNDY COUNTIES

TOP WORKPLACES

VOTED 2024 ONE OF THE TOP

MUNICIPALITIES

Village of Channahon




Village Board of Trustees

Sam Greco Chantal Host Scott McMillin
Finance/Human Resources Public Works & Facility Community Development
Community & Legislative Affairs Public Safety/Emergency Support Nat. Resources & Open Spaces

Patricia Perinar Mark Scaggs Scott Slocum Kristin Hall
Finance/Human Resources Public Works & Facility Community Development Village Clerk
Public Safety/Emergency Support Community & Legislative Affairs Nat. Resources & Open Spaces




Village Department Heads

Adam Bogart Ed Dolezal Thomas J. Durkin, John Grimmenga Scott McMaster
Chief of Police Public Works Director AICP Emergency Management Community Development
Village Administrator Agency Director Director

Michael Petrick

Assistant Village
Administrator

Heather Wagonblott

Finance Director




Boards & Commissions

Arts & Culture Commission

Board of Fire & Police
Commissioners

Planning & Zoning
Commiission

Tree Board




Village Partnerships

Library Districts Fire Protection Districts
Morris Area Public Library Channahon Fire Protection District
Three Rivers Library District Coal City Fire Protection District
Troy Library District Minooka Fire Protection District

Morris Fire Protection District
Troy Fire Protection District

Townships Other Partnerships
Aux Sable Township Channahon Park District
Channahon Township Grundy County
Goose Lake Township Grundy County Chamber of Commerce
Saratoga Township Grundy Economic Development Council
Troy Township Joliet Chamber of Commerce
Will County

Will County CED
Will County Governmental League
Will County Forest Preserve District



-. Grade School Districts
CHANNAHON Channahon School District 17

School District 17 Minooka Community Consolidated School District 201 C
Morris Elementary District 54

Saratoga Community Consolidated School District 60C
Troy District 30C

High School Districts L
Joliet Township High School District 204
Minooka Community High School District | |

Morris Community High School District 101

Unit School Districts
Coal City Unit School District #1
Wilmington Unit School District 209-U

Higher Education
Joliet Junior College l

JOLIET

JUNIOR COLLEGE

\/ 1901—
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Channahon Town Center:
In 2024, the Village Board selected Ginkgo Planning and Design to develop a revised Master Plan for the long sought-after development of the Town Center property. Ginkgo Planning is a pre-eminent, award winning planning and architectural design firm, developing hundreds of thousands of successful and, more importantly, “buildable” plans throughout the region.

The new plan will realize a vibrant and pedestrian-friendly Town Center that offers a central Village Green to be utilized for year-round events, restaurants with outdoor seating, places to shop, and a variety of housing choices. This 7-month plan development process culminates in the adoption of this plan by the Village Board later this month. Initial interest from the construction and development community is high!
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
NORTHEAST GRUNDY COUNTY REGIONAL COLLABORATION PLAN

MAP OF PROPOSED STUDY AREA – WITH STAR OR LOCATION PIN ON CN PROPERTY




Administration Highlights
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EXISTING HACKBERRY TREES TO REMAIN
PARKING LOT - 27 SPACES, PERMEABLE PAVERS
ALIGN ENTRANCE WITH S. FRYER STREET

PICNIC SHELTER (20°x 20)

ART SCULPTURE PAD
Wi PURPLE CONEFLOWER PLANTING BED

MONUMENT SIGN

DRINKING FOUNTAIN & BOTTLE FILLER
BIKE RENTAL STATION

BIKE RAGKS

BIKE REPAIR STATION

PLANTING BED

PROPOSED SHADE TREE

SOLID WOOD FENGE (8 HT. MAX.)
PROPOSED EVERGREEN TREE

FUTURE RESTROOM BUILDING

G&M Canal Gateway

Canal towpath

completion by Summer 2025

e Hub for residents & visitors to access |&M

¢ Broke ground on March 18, 2025; scheduled

W
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Channahon Arts &

Culture Commission

¢ 5-member commission established in 2024 to
promote the arts in the community

\' Channahon Attractions Map j



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Channahon Arts & Culture Commission:
In 2024, the Village Board established a 5-member Arts & Culture Commission tasked with promoting cultural and artistic programs and services for the establishment and enjoyment of the Channahon community. The five members include:�- Pat Clower, Chair
Hayden Minor, Commissioner
Greg Peerbolte, Commissioner
Monica Sweeney, Commissioner
Megan Verbic, Commissioner

Tom Durkin and Melissa Mazintas also act as staff support for the commission. 

The commission has hit the ground running, working thus far on establishing a Channahon Attractions Map outlining 26 culturally significant locations in the community for use by residents and visitors along with developing other fantastic programs and activities. Stay tuned!



Northeast Grundy County Regional Collaboration Plan:
Northeast Grundy County, Western Will County, and Southeast Kendall County are experiencing significant growth in industrial development, as evidenced by the current and proposed developments in Channahon, Morris, Minooka, and beyond, that is expected to generate significant truck traffic on state and local roadways that will impact safety, maintenance, and operations. In light of that, the Village applied for and received a $400,000 grant through the State of Illinois State Planning and Research Grant Fund. 

The purpose of this project is to conduct a planning study to establish a framework for regional collaboration and avenues for cooperative funding using Federal, state, local, and private sources to address collective transportation infrastructure needs.

The non-federal required match includes funding committed by the Village of Channahon, Village of Minooka, Village of Shorewood, Village of Diamond, Grundy County, City of Morris, the Will County Governmental League, the Grundy County Chamber of Commerce, the Grundy Economic Development Corporation, and the Will County Center for Economic Development, who will all participate in this important endeavor. The study is expected to be completed in 16-18 months.



I&M Canal Gateway:
25450 W Eames Street (across from Subway)
Funded largely by diesel taxes collected from various fueling centers located in the Village
Amenities include: bike rental facility, bicycle repair stations, bike racks, water fountain, water bottle filling station, pavilion with seating, areas for public art installations, and more.
Parking area designed with permeable pavers, an ecologically-friendly and sustainable method of stormwater management
Designed by Wight & Company of Darien, IL and being constructed by Abbey Construction Co. Inc. of Aurora, IL


Finance Department Highlights
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Property Tax Levy:
Levying property taxes is a critical revenue source for the Village as a whole, however the Village’s Board of Trustees’ goal is to set the lowest possible levy rate each year. The Board of Trustees has lowered the property tax levy for the past 8 years.

Over the past 8 years, the Village has effectively decreased the Village’s portion of a taxpayer’s property tax bill by more than 20%. The Village is able to help facilitate the decreases each year due to the other revenue sources available to fund Village operations and smaller capital expenses.

The Village of Channahon’s current tax levy rate of 0.5861 is lower than the rate from the year 2012 levy. In an economy where prices have risen over the past several years, the Village takes a lot of pride in reducing the levy rate for the Village’s portion of the property tax bill.


General Fund: 
In fiscal year 2024, taxes made up 76% of the total revenues received in the General Fund. Less than 11% of the tax revenues are from property taxes. Other revenue sources are utilized for the expenses related to the services provided to the residents and businesses of Channahon. Almost half of the General Fund expenses are related to the police department services. The next highest portions of the General Fund expenses relate to streets and bridges or other road maintenance items and capital infrastructure.


Community Development Highlights
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Distribution of New Housing in 2024
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Distribution of New Housing in 2024:
The trend of new home construction in Grundy County continues, but for the first time in recent years, it was slightly surpassed by Will County in sales throughout Channahon in 2024.

In Grundy County, Creekside Estates emerged as the top development with nine new homes sold, followed by Wedgewood Highlands with seven, Whispering Oaks with five, and Villas of Keating Pointe with four.

In Will County, the housing market saw a notable surge in new home construction, with Town Center nearly doubling its figures from 10 homes in 2023 to 17 homes in 2024. Copper Leaf also contributed significantly by selling nine homes, a remarkable achievement considering the premium price points.


Population Growth
The population of Channahon, estimated at 14,539 as of the end of 2024, reflects a growth of 6.6% from the 2020 Census count of 13,475.

Channahon is experiencing a steady population growth rate of 1.56% as of 2024, which is also the five-year average. This trends suggests that the population could reach about 16,000 residents by the end of the decade, indicating that over 10% of the 2030 population will be new residents. If this steady growth continues, projections estimate that Channahon may grow to 20,000 residents by 2045.


2024 New Businesses

* 3 Rivers Café

* APM Landscaping, Inc.

* Busey Bank

* Natabratas Café

* Central Auto Repair & Mufflers
* TDR Transport

ATA Martial Arts

Forever Legends Dog Training, LLC
Inner Beauty Esthetics

Happy Falafel

O’Reilly Auto Parts

* Dairy Queen

* Stained Glass Gifts LLC

* The Grill at the Office

* The Parlor

* The Shaggy Dog LLC

* Twisted Anchor Co.

* Vixen Beauty by Aurora LLC

* Windy City Auto and Diesel
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2025 Fred Rittof /
George Sparagis
Business of
the Year
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Core Homes is a prominent builder in the Will, Grundy, and Kendall Counties. The owners, John Major & Amy Capista, have over 40+ years of combined experience in home building. Being a locally-owned business, Amy and John, and their families, live in the area with strong bonds to the community and have a vested interest in its development and future.

From the very beginning we have been dedicated to personalized service and customer satisfaction. We recognize the flexibility needed to meet our homebuyers’ ever-changing needs. That is why we work with every homebuyer to customize the home to their family’s specifications.

We’ve built a lot of homes and communities over the years, but will never forget our roots – one family’s desire to help other families build homes that last for life.


2025
Business

of the

Year



Public Works Highlights

Multi-Use Paths Lake Michigan Water Allocation
* Bridge Street Multi-Use Path * Grand Prairie Water Commission

* McKinley Woods Road Multi-Use Path * Water loss reduced to 5.1% for WY 2022
¢ McEvilly Road Multi-Use Path

New Public Works Facility

* Corner of Bell Rd. & Route 6, across from MCHS
South Campus

* Facility design stage underway



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Multi-Use Bike Paths:
Bridge Street Multi-Use Path entering final phase of construction
McKinley Woods Road Multi-Use Path – in  collaboration with Channahon Township
McEvilly Road Multi-Use Path – in collaboration with the Village of Minooka

New Public Works Facility:
The Village purchased property at the corner of Bell Road & Route 6, directly across from Minooka High School South Campus
Hired Kluber Architects to lead the design
Facility design stage currently underway, with Village Public Works crew visiting various regional municipal public works facilities for inspiration

Lake Michigan Water Allocation:
In 2024, the Village Board officially adopted all necessary documents to become a member of the Grand Prairie Water Commission, which will bring a sustainable, long-term drinking water source to the Village of Channahon, City of Joliet, Village of Minooka, Village of Romeoville, Village of Shorewood, and the City of Crest Hill by 2030. 
As part of the IEPA permit process, the Village needed to get our water loss down below 10%. We were able to get our water loss down to 5.1% for Water Year 2022. 



Emergency Management Agency Highlights

/EMA Responsibilities: \

* Respond to emergencies within the Village

* Provide mutual aid to the Greater Will County Municipal Mutual Aid
members when requested

 Assist Will and Grundy County EMAs when requested

* Assist police department and fire districts within the Village when requested

& Assist with public events in town J

/2024 Highlights: |

* 27 volunteers

e |2 for 4+ years
* |5 EMA responses
e || EMA trainings

k' 6 community event assists /

Gesponse Equipmenm

* 5 vehicles
* Response trailer
* Small generator
* Tools
* Traffic cones
e Tent
* Table and chairs
* 2 portable light towers

KResponse and safety gear /
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Police Department Highlights
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The police department is an Illinois Law Enforcement Accreditation Program Tier 1 agency, as recognized through the Illinois Association of Chief of Police. Work has already begun in anticipation of our reaccreditation in January of 2026. Yet again, the department has received the Lexipol Connect Gold standard in policy and online training management. These initiatives propel the department professionally and ensure best practices amongst all functions of the agency.”


New Officers & Certifications

Ofc. Nathanial Shaughnessy Ofc. William Philyaw


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The department welcomed two new officers and their families to the police team. Both hired in April of 2024, Ofc. Shaughnessy joins us having previous served with the Will County Sheriff’s Office Corrections Division. Ofc. Philyaw is a proud Marine, having served his country in the Global War on Terrorism. 

Hiring is only part of the difficult process to become a certified police officer in the State of Illinois. We are proud so say each of the four new officers have completed that process with distinction. Ofcs. Sobol and Ingram graduated from the Suburban Law Enforcement Academy in April 26, 2024. Ofc. Philyaw graduated from the Police Training Institute at the University of Illinois Champaign-Urbana on August 22, 2024. Ofc. Shaughnessy graduated from the Suburban Law Enforcement Academy on August 16, 2024, earning the prestigious George P. Graves Leadership Award, recognizing Ofc. Shaughnessy as the recruit who displays the highest level of integrity, character, dedication and ethics.
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Community Engagement Initiatives

* Pink Heals Mother’s Day Walk

* Will & Grundy Law Enforcement
Memorials

* Memorial Day Ceremony

* Department tours

* Slam the Scam

* Draw with the Law

* Three Rivers Fest Special Needs Day

* Rock On Channahon

* Rotary kindergarten fingerprinting safety
event at Galloway School

* Family Reading Night at Galloway School

* Halloween Trunk-or-Treat events

* MCHS Veterans Day Breakfast and
Ceremony



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Channahon Police Department is committed to investing time and meaningful solutions to address the quality of life the residents and businesses of this community have come to expect and deserve. 


National Support
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In the July of 2024, Det. Anderson deployed with the ILEAS Mobile Field Force in support of the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee. Just a month later, Det. Anderson and Ofc. Nelli deployed again with the ILEAS Mobile Field Force in support of the Democratic National Convention in Chicago.



2025 William
Kennedy Police

Officer
of the Year






Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
John has served the Village of Channahon for 15 years, including:
Patrol Officer
National Night Out Coordinator
Master Firearms Instructor
Patrol Sergeant
Detective Sergeant
Certified School Resource Officer
Division Commander, Investigations Section of the Will/Grundy Major Crimes TF
and many, many more roles and responsibilities
Det. Sgt. Blough has been and continues to be instrumental in rebuilding the Police Department's School Resource Officer Program. His leadership has enabled huge improvements in strengthening relationships with students, teachers, parents and staff at both Channahon Dist. 17 and Minooka Dist. 111. 
�
Det. Sgt. Blough leads the vast majority of the Police Department's Special Assignments Officers. Through endless care, John ensures those officers assigned to the Investigations Unit, all School Resource Officers, and officers assigned to the Grundy County ProAct Unit are mentored, provided for in those roles, and guided through some of the most challenging cases taken on within the Village and beyond. 
�
Outside of the PD, John is fishing CAPTAIN, children's sport coach and extremely active in events supporting the Law Enforcement Torch Run for Special Olympics. 
�
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K9 Hutch



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Since November of 2016, K9 Hutch has served the community of Channahon with distinction. Sgt. Carlson, Hutch’s handler, has built our K9 program from the ground up, expanding the capabilities of our agency, making Channahon a safer community, and has set the standard in the role of K9 Officer, not just for the Channahon Police Department, but in the entire region.

In just a few short weeks, K9 Hutch will be retiring from his law enforcement duties and enjoying a life of rest and relaxation. Sgt. Carlson will be passing the torch to Det. Ethan Anderson as K9 handler and a new K9. Our new K9 and Det. Anderson each have a huge set of shoes to fill, or paws to fill, I’m not sure.

Today, we want to present K9 Hutch with his retirement badge, signifying he will forever be a part of our agency, our community, and the Channahon Police family. To Sgt. Carlson, please accept this token of recognition as the agency’s first trained and certified K9 handler. To the Carlson family, thank you for inviting Hutch into your home, your sacrifice to the betterment of this community.


Looking Ahead
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2025 State of the Village Address
Thank you for attending!

Please grab your favors on the way out!
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